Social Studies 9 Course Outline – 2010

Teacher: Mrs. C. Wallace


cwallace@sd63.bc.ca




Room: 108
Course Overview

This course examines Europe and North America between 1500 and 1815.  During this time, Europeans explored and colonized the lands that now form Canada.  Today’s Canada is what it is because of the actions and beliefs of the peoples who arrived in this period and their encounters with the peoples who were already here.  We will look at the roots of Canada’s current strengths and weaknesses in order to develop a more informed understanding of who we are as Canadians, and who we want to be.

Our studies will cover these main areas of Social Studies:

· Society and Culture. 



· Politics and Law.  

· Economy and Technology.  

· The Environment.  

Throughout all areas of study, students will be expected to:

· Identify and clarify problems, issues, and inquiries

· Select and summarize information from primary and secondary print and non-print sources (including works of art and electronic sources)  (YES, this means taking NOTES!)

· Asses the reliability and objectivity of sources

· Defend a position on controversial issues

· Plan, revise, and deliver oral and written presentations

· Co-operatively plan, implement, and assess a course of action

For specific learning outcomes to be covered in this course please see the BC Education prescribed learning outcomes available from the teacher or at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/ss810.

It is anticipated that 7 thematic units of study will be covered this semester.

I) Geography of North America

II) First Nations of North America: Our earliest character

III) The Explorers of North America: Conflict of values and resources

IV) New France and Colonization: Royal government and growth

V) The Struggle For Control of North America (France and Britain’s wars)

VI) The Revolutions: English, French, Industrial, and American

VII) Loyalists and the War of 1812: creating the colonies and character of Canada

(Literacy skills will be strongly emphasized and Geography skills will be a part of every unit.

Food and beverages in class

Due to a high number of severely allergic students and to the fact that this is an active WORK environment, food and beverages are not permitted in class unless the student asks the teacher.  Water is permitted in a container that can be resealed.   

Homework

YES, homework will be assigned.  It is intended to reinforce and review what is learned in class.  Assignments will vary and occasionally projects will be assigned to be completed in an individual and reflective environment.  Most homework will be finishing class work, reviewing that day’s concepts, and summarizing notes.  Plans should be made to accommodate 10-30 minutes of homework before the next day’s class.  Please alert the teacher ahead of time if there are circumstances making this expectation difficult to fulfill.

Technology Use  (computers, phones, music players, etc.)

Adaptive technology is strongly encouraged as is the use of technologies that may be relevant upon the completion of high school.  However, students and parents are reminded that responsible use of technology is expected at all times.  This includes:

· Using technology only when given permission.  ASK ME IF YOU MAY USE IT!

· Using only appropriate sites, programs, etc. as determined by the teacher

· No photos, copying, or otherwise reproducing classroom material and experiences without permission.

( This constitutes the “first” warning.  A second verbal or non-verbal warning will be given at the beginning of most classes.  If infractions continue, either the technology or the student (or both) will be sent to an administrator for disciplinary action.

Course Learning Tools

The textbook, Crossroads, (Pearson Ed. Can. Inc., 1998.) will provide the framework for this course.  We will also examine newspapers, electronic information sites, educational videos, and other sources.    An atlas may be assigned for geography work.  Students must bring their text, notepaper, handouts, and a pen or pencil to every class as these will not be supplied by the teacher.

Course Assessment

The following assessment tools are intended to encourage learning in a variety of ways and to demonstrate student achievement to the student, teacher, and community:

· Projects, assignments, homework, and class group work

50%

· Quizzes, Unit tests, and Final Exam



50%

(It should be noted that Ministry of Education guidelines stipulate that students must pass each unit of instruction as well as attain an overall passing grade in the course.  Students who do not pass a unit test or a major project will be given an opportunity to redo or make up the work before the end of term.  

Attendance: Lates and Absences

Missed class time is results in lost learning opportunities that cannot be duplicated.  Students who are late or absent will be required to complete missed assignments and learning outcomes.  Students must speak with the teacher at the earliest opportunity to arrange an appropriate time to catch up.  Notes from parents are appreciated, but school policy insists that all absences be phoned in by the parent or guardian. 

Late Assignments

Due to the volume of material to be covered in a limited time, due dates are firm.  If unusual circumstances arise, extensions are possible if arranged with the teacher as soon as possible.  However, in keeping with the Social Studies Department practice, individual assignments received after class assignments have been returned to students may be marked to a value of 50%.  No marks will be deducted for late assignments with reasonable explanations (including illness,) that are completed in a timely manner.  

Teacher Availability

Good communication between students, parents and teachers is essential to learning.  Written notes or email are the best ways to arrange phone calls or appointments.  (My school email address is on the front.)  I am generally available at lunch hour and after school to 4:00 pm.  Please do not hesitate to contact me outside of class time as I value the opportunities to get to know students and parents as individuals and to work together to meet learning challenges.

