Literature 12

Research Essay Assignment 1, 2, 3

One theme, two eras, two poets, three ways to evaluate 

To be written in class on Thursday, June 14th

48 marks total, no lates accepted

For your final research paper, you are to do the following and be ready to write the paper in class June 14th.  You must do the research on your own time.  Ms. McComb knows about the project and helped organize this, and is more than willing to assist you with your organization and research.  Please ask me as well if you are having trouble putting your ideas together.

Step one:
Pick a theme which runs through two different eras.  



Some potential topics include:

· love

· death

· nature

· war

· passing of time/seasons

· conflict (internal or external)

· choice

· satire

· faith/loss of faith

Step two:
Choose two different poems that you wish to research from two different eras by 


two different poets which explore this topic.



The two poems should be able to be compared according to the criteria you decide on.

Step three:
Decide on three ways to compare and contrast the two poems.



Some ideas for this include:

· structure of the poems

· unique styles of the authors

· imagery

· central ideas/theme

· how the poems are representative of the time period

· use of rhetorical and figurative devices

Step four:
Create a strong thesis statement which you can prove in the essay.

Step five:
Do research and make copies of the poems.

Step six:
Fill out the outline sheet.  You can bring the outline sheet and copies of the poems to 

the in-class essay.  These papers will be handed in with the essay on the 14th.

Any questions or concerns, please see Ms. McComb or me.  You should be well prepared to write this essay, and it is an excellent process for review for your final exam.

