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Indigenous Education 
Gazette 
A NOTE FROM INDIGENOUS EDUCATION SERVICES, SCHOOL 

BOARD OFFICE 
 

Happy New Year! The start of the school year was full of activity and we 

are always excited to publish this Gazette, as it is a wonderful opportunity 

to share highlights from across the district. We are sharing stories and work 

from students in Kindergarten to grade 4, grades 6-7, and grades 9-11 in 

this edition and will highlight our senior students at each level in June as 

they transition to new schools and pathways after graduation. 

  

The Indigenous Education team is busy supporting the implementation of 

the new K-9 curriculum, which has Indigenous worldviews and perspectives 

woven into the curriculum across subject areas. More schools are inviting 

traditional knowledge keepers into classrooms to share their knowledge, 

history, art, culture and practices with students to enhance their learning 

about Indigenous worldviews and perspectives. If you or a member of your 

family or community would be interested in sharing your First Nations, 

Metis, or Inuit culture as a resource person in the district, please let a 

member of the Indigenous Education team at your school know as we are 

always looking for resource people to work with our schools and students. 

This is a very exciting time in education and it is a privilege and an hon-

our to be an educator during such a transformational time when Indige-

nous Education is for all students and every student in BC will have an 

opportunity to learn about Indigenous culture, history, and ways of know-

ing. 

  

On behalf of the Indigenous Education team, I wish you a happy and 

healthy New Year and thank you for your ongoing support of Indigenous 

Education in Saanich Schools.  
 

Melissa Austin, District Vice-Principal, Indigenous Education 

 
 

Indigenous Education 

 Services publishes a semi-

annual newsletter for all 

Indigenous students in our 

School District.  We  

 welcome schools, the 

W̱SÁNEĆ School Board and 

 parents to submit articles 

or student acknowledge-

ments to our office. 

We can be reached at: 

250-652-7321 
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SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE 

Melissa Austin, Vice-Principal Indigenous Education 

Tammy Cowley, District Secretary 

Telephone:  (250)-652-7321 

Lydia Jim, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant 

Telephone (Voicemail Only): (250)-652-7387 

Muriel Morris, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant 

Telephone (Voicemail Only): (250)-652-7308 

BRENTWOOD ELEMENTARY 

Gail Sam, Indigenous Education Teacher 

Chelsea McMenamie, Indigenous Education Assistant 

Telephone: (250)-652-3996, Ext. 501 

CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 

Muriel Morris, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone (Voicemail Only): (250)-652-7308 

CORDOVA BAY ELEMENTARY 

Lydia Smith, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone: (250)-652-7387 (Voicemail Only) 

DEEP COVE ELEMENTARY 

Muriel Morris, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone (Voicemail Only): (250)-652-7308 

KEATING ELEMENTARY 

Lydia Smith, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone:  (250)-652-7387 (Voicemail Only) 

ḰELSET ELEMENTARY 

Robin Dupree, Indigenous Support Teacher 
Sheralyn MacRae, Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone:  (250)-655-4648 

LOCHSIDE ELEMENTARY 

Lydia Smith, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone:  (250)-652-7387 (Voicemail Only) 

PROSPECT LAKE ELEMENTARY 

Muriel Morris, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone (Voicemail Only): (250)-652-7308 

SIDNEY ELEMENTARY 

Muriel Morris, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone (Voicemail Only): (250)-652-7308 

BAYSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Wendy MacDonald, Indigenous Support Teacher 

Megan Supernault, Indigenous Education Assistant  
Ivy Seward, SENĆOŦEN Teacher 

Telephone:  (250)-652-1135 (Ext. 227 & 228) 

NORTH SAANICH MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Aimee Lampard, Indigenous Support Teacher 
Brooklyn Egan, Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone:  (250)-656-1129 

ROYAL OAK MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Lydia Smith, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone:  (250)-652-7387 (Voicemail Only) 

CLAREMONT SECONDARY 

Doug Heinekey, Indigenous Support Teacher 

Telephone:  (250)-658-5221, Ext. 227 

Lydia Smith, District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant  

Telephone:  (250)-652-7387 (Voicemail Only) 

INDIVIDUAL LEARNING CENTRE 

Shannon Crawford, Indigenous Support Teacher 

Katherine Hiebert, Indigenous Education Assistant 

Telephone:  (250)-652-4042 

PARKLAND SECONDARY 

Shannon Crawford, Indigenous Support Teacher 
Charity Mack, Indigenous Education Assistant 

Telephone:  (250)-656-2700 

STELLY’S SECONDARY 

Terry Steele, Indigenous Support Teacher 
Philip Tom, Indigenous Education Assistant 

Telephone:  (250)-652-4401 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIGENOUS EDUCATION STAFF CONTACTS 
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In addition, Melissa Austin held an Indigenous Education Lear-

ning session on the October 21st Non-Instructional Day at 
Claremont where the 100 Years of Loss Exhibition was on 
display.  Over 41 individuals from the District attended the 

session to learn about The Residential School System in Cana-
da. 

 

A big thank you to 
Muriel Morris, Lydia 
Jim, Doug Heinekey 

and the staff in Car-
tage that helped 
move, setup and take 
down the exhibition 

each week as it mo-
ved between the 
schools! 

 
 

Orange Shirt Day 

Around the District, schools and the school board office reco-
gnized Orange Shirt day through school assemblies and acti-
vities.   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

100 Years of Loss—The Residential School 

System in Canada Exhibition at District 

Secondary Schools 

Saanich School District 

worked in conjunction with 
the Victoria School District 
to bring the 100 Years of 

Loss—The Residential 

School System in Canada 

Exhibition to schools in 
their Districts. 

 

The exhibition was developed to give individuals insight to 
The Residential School System in Canada and help them  
understand the effects that it has had on the survivors and 

their families. 
 
During September and October, the exhibition spent one 

week at Stelly’s Secondary, the Individual Learning Centre, 
Claremont Secondary and Parkland Secondary.  During each 
week at the schools, students, teachers, and staff had the 
opportunity to spend time viewing the exhibition.   

 
Each school also opened one or two nights in the evening to 
give community members a chance to tour it as well. 

 
 

 
 
 

DISTRICT NEWS... 

Orange Shirt Day at the 
Saanich School Board Office Office 
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DISTRICT NEWS... 

Blanket Exercise 

In November, Melissa Aus-
tin and Scott Stinson pro-
vided an opportunity for 

staff at the Saanich School 
Board Office to participate 
in the Blanket Exercise.   

 

It was a learning activity 
that explored the rela-

tionship between Indige-
nous and non-Indigenous 
peoples and gave indivi-
duals insight into the 

treatment of Indigenous 
Peoples in Canada.  

 

Over 20 board office staff participated and came away with 
a deeper understanding of the events that occurred and how 

they affected Indigenous peoples in the past and now. 

 

New District Itinerant Indigenous Education 

Assistant Position 

We are pleased to announce that we have added another 
District Itinerant Indigenous Education Assistant position to our 
District.  

 
Muriel Morris moved into 
this position December 1st 

and will be providing 
support to Indigenous 
students at Deep Cove 

Elementary, Prospect Lake 
Elementary, Sidney Elemen-
tary and South Island 
District Education (SIDES).    

Charity Mack, Indigenous 
Education Assistant, will be 
filling Muriel’s position at 

Parkland Secondary until 
the end of this school 
year.  

 

Lydia Jim,  also in the position of District Itinerant Indigenous 
Education Assistant, will continue to provide support to CDC, 

Cordova Bay Elementary, Keating Elementary, Lochside Ele-
mentary and Royal Oak Middle School until the end of Ja-
nuary.  Lydia will be away pursuing other opportunities and 

we will find a replacement for her in the weeks to come. 

Muriel Morris & Lydia Jim 

UPCOMING DISTRICT 

EVENTS... 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

January 30—February 3 

Kindergarten Registration for Fall 2017 

Register January 30-February 3, 2017 at your neigh-

bourhood school.   

 

April—June 
Community Meetings to Discuss the Education 

Enhancement Agreement 

The Education Enhancement Agreement between the 

W̱SÁNEĆ, other First Nations, Métis, and Inuit com-

munities in the Saanich School District and the Saan-

ich School Board is designed to enhance the learn-

ing opportunities and successes for all Indigenous 

learners.  The intent of this Agreement is to increase 

Indigenous student success.   

 

Watch for communication from Indigenous Educa-

tion staff at your school about upcoming communi-

ty meetings for an opportunity for you to partici-

pate and provide feedback to the District.   

 

June 7th 
Indigenous Education Graduation Recognition 

Ceremony 

Wednesday, June 7th, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Charlie White Theatre at the Mary Winspear Centre 

in Sidney 



IN
D
IG
EN

O
U
S
 ED

U
C
A
T
IO

N
 G

A
Z
ET

T
E 

Page 5  

 

UPCOMING DISTRICT EVENTS…   
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Another annual tradition here at Brentwood is our costume 

parade. The kids really liked being able to see each others 
costumes. The excitement was very high that day! 

 

 

Healthy Teeth 

Brentwood and the Tsartlip community are working together 

to keep our kids teeth healthy. The Tsartlip community has 
been involved with COHI, Children’s Oral Health Initiative, 
once a month since October. Thank you COHI! 

 

Remembrance Day 

November is a time to remember all those that fought for 
freedom. We had a school-wide assembly and invited William 

Pierre Jr. to sing and drum a honour song for our Veterans.  
 

Visiting Goldstream 

Mrs. Judy Backhaus brought her grade 2/3 to Goldstream.  
Before their fieldtrip, Ms. Sam taught them names of animals, 
trees, stream, mountains, salmon and of course the place 

name for Goldstream which is SELE₭TEȽ.  
 
At Brentwood we continue to work on 

the many new language learning op-

portunities. 
 

December is the time for giving and 
all of our students contributed by 
bringing in food donations for ham-

pers.  
 
A big thank you to Mr. Chris Fry, and 

Ms. Tamara Scott’s grade 4/5 class for 
inviting students to participate in their 

cardboard arcade. What fun the students had! 

 
With the wrap up of December, the whole school put on a 
musical for our annual Christmas Concert. 

 
We hope you all had a relaxing and love-filled holidays! 

 

 

 

ŦELAXIYE Gail Sam 

My name is Gail Sam, Indigenous 
Support Teacher. I am from WJOȽELP 
and I am very happy to be back at 

Brentwood School. HÍSWKE for your 
continued support with your children. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Chelsea McMenamie 

Hello, my name is Chelsea McMenamie. 

I am new to School District 63 and 
have enjoyed myself at Brentwood Ele-

mentary as the Indigenous Educational 
Assistant. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Hello Friends and Family of School District No. 63 and Brent-

wood Elementary.  It’s that time of year again where we 
update you with all the 'ins and outs' of the start of the 
school year!  

 

Orange Shirt Day 

Starting off in September, we celebrated Orange Shirt Day 

and it was a success! All of the staff here at Brentwood 
participated by wearing orange shirts. It was a great way to 
come together as a team. Our school definitely is keeping up 
with the new curriculum and taking the many opportunities 

to learn about Indigenous ways. 
 

October Celebrations 

Celebrating the month of October, 
Ms. Gail Sam had the opportunity to 
teach grade 3, 4 and 5 classes 

SENĆOŦEN. The students are learning 
about the WSÁNEĆ ȽKÁLJ (Saanich 
Moons) and traditions around each 

moon.  

 
SENĆOŦEN language learning will be 

ongoing for the grade 4/5 and the 
grade 2 classes will start in the new 
year.  

 
Ms. Sam has started up a SENĆOŦEN 
Club that runs two times a week and 

will continue for the rest of the year 
at lunch time. 
 

Brentwood celebrated Halloween with 
the staff dressing up as Pokémon 
characters. Our principal, Mrs. 
Hardcastle, was Ash Ketchum the Po-

kémon catcher. The staff dressed up 
as many different Pokémon for her to 
catch. The staff and kids really enjoyed 

it!  
 
 

BRENTWOOD ELEMENTARY NEWS... 
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CORDOVA BAY NEWS... 

Lydia Jim helped 

teachers organ-
ize Indigenous 
learning for their 

schools. Three 
classes went on 
a tour at Tod 

Inlet with Earl 
Claxton Jr. 
 

The students, 
teachers, and 
parents, heard 
stories of the 

traditional land 

and some of the 
plants that were 

used. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

We also had Elder May Sam come to a class and shared 
stories as well. Students learned how to make Pom Poms. 

Lydia Jim has had the pleasure of helping teachers to get in 

contact with Earl Claxton Jr. to talk about fishing and tradi-
tional stories while they were at Goldstream Park. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The teachers and students at Deep Cove also connected with 

Keating Elementary to go on a hike at Dean Park hosted by 
Elisha Elliott.  She shared traditional teachings on the walk 
and taught about some of the plants that Indigenous Peoples 
use. 

 
 

KEATING NEWS... 
The teachers at Keating 
and Deep Cove school 

combined as a team 
and went on a hike at 
Dean Park. Elisha Elliott 

shared traditional stories 
and talked about some 

of the plants Indigenous 

Peoples use. 

 

Keating has also done a traditional tea 
sampling with Indigenous plants. This 
was hosted by Douglas Heinekey, In-

digenous Support Teacher. 
 
The teachers also have a local artist coming in to teach 

about Coast Salish art and will also be doing the blanket 
exercise with Melissa Austin.  

Elder May Sam shared with a Cordova Bay class and 
taught them how to make Pom Poms 

DEEP COVE NEWS... 

Earl Claxton Jr.  shares about traditional stories 
and fishing at Goldstream Park  

Earl Claxton Jr. gives a tour at Tod 
Inlet to Cordova Bay students 

Students and staff from 
Keating & Deep Cove on a 

Dean Park hike with 
 Elisha Elliott 
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Elders Tea 

We were so excited to host 
our first Elders Luncheon this 
December! We had a great 

turnout and it was so nice 
to share a meal with local 
community members, fami-

lies and staff.  
 
The intermediate students 

helped greet all of our 
guests and helped serve the 
meal. We are always so 

happy to have these learning opportunities for the students 

which also strengthen relationships with our families. We look 
forward to seeing you all at the next luncheon. So stay 
tuned!! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ḰELSET Family Craft Night 

We also had our first ḰELSET School Craft night! Families 
were welcomed into the school to make crafts with their 

children. The craft night was a huge success and we were so 
happy to see so many of our familes at the school! We 
hope this will be an annual event! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Check us out on Facebook! We have a Cultural Centre Face-
book where we keep parents up to date on fieldtrips, per-
mission forms, school events as well as cultural activities!  

Please feel free to join our page to stay connected: 

https://www.facebook.com/Kelsetculturalcentre/ 

 

My name is Robin Dupree. I am the Indigenous Support 

Teacher at ḰELSET. I also am a Reading Recovery teacher. I 
have lived here all my life. My fathers family is from the 
Tzeacthen First Nation in Chilliwack, BC. I have recently just 

come back from a maternity leave with my youngest son. I 
am extremely happy to be back at ḰELSET with all my stu-
dents! Please feel free to contact me at any time if you ever 

need anything at: rdupree@sd63.bc.ca or by telephone at: 

(250)-655-4648. 
 

Hi!  My name is Sheralyn MacRae. I am the indigenous Edu-
cation Assistant at ḰELSET Elementary. I am from the Carrier 
Nation in Northern BC. I am from the Grizzly Bear clan. This 
is my second year at ḰELSET Elementary and I am very hap-

py to be back! This year we are pleased to have our Success 

Club up and running again; and I will be helping with that 
this year. I look forward to meeting our new families at ḰEL-

SET! Please feel free to email me if you have any questions 
at: smacrae@sd63.bc.ca or by telephone at: (250)-655-4648. 
 

 

Orange Shirt Day! 

Our students and staff participated in wearing orange for 

Orange Shirt Day. We educated every class in ḰELSET about 
the importance of diversity, as well as acknowledging the 
history of Residential Schools. Every student and staff mem-

ber wore an “Every Child Matters” button to bring awareness 
to the history of Residential Schools. Every Child Matters! 
 

Doug and Kathy LaFortune 
came to ḰELSET to speak to 
our intermediate classes about 

local First Nations art.  
 
They also talked about the 

importance of cedar and what 
role it plays in First Nations art.  
 
The students were mesmorized 

by the beautiful pieces of art-
work that Doug and Kathy 
shared. Thank you again for 

coming in and sharing your 
knowledge with the children. 
 

ḰELSET ELEMENTARY NEWS... 

Orange Shirt Day at ḰELSET 

https://www.facebook.com/Kelsetculturalcentre/
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BAYSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS... 

Students in the Land Based Learning 
Program go Spear Fishing at SELEKTEȽ 
(Goldstream) 
 
 

Shelly Black 

Indigenous Support Teacher  
 
ÍY SȻAĆEL Shelly Black ŦE NE SNÁ. IYES 

SEN ȻENS AȽE. ĆSE LÁ,E SEN EṮ SȾAUTW̱.  
 
Hi my name is Shelly Black and I am hap-

py to be working at Bayside Middle School 
as the SENĆOŦEN teacher. I am temporari-
ly in for Ivy Seward. I reside in SȾAUTW̱. I 

am blessed to come from two wonderful heritages. I have 
resided in Coast Salish territory all my life and enjoy living in 
W̱SÁNEĆ, engaging in many community and cultural events. I 
also part take in my Nez Perce heritage and enjoy going to 

powwows as a traditional dancer. I have been working in 

School District No. 63 since I received my degree in teaching. 
I along with my SENĆOŦEN cohort, were the first to receive 

a degree in language revitalization in Canada and a teaching 
degree as well. I enjoy working with all the students in hopes 
they reach their full potential. 

 
 

SENĆOŦEN 

O SIIÁM NE SW̱ELO₭E 

As temporary teacher until Mrs. Seward returns, I can tell you 
I am honoured and proud to be working with some pretty 

wonderful staff and awesome students. Students have been 
learning beginner phrases, the sounds of the SENĆOŦEN 
alphabet, W̱SÁNEĆ moons, Coast Salish art, and traditional 

ways of living. 

 

Land Based Learning 

The “Land Based Learning” program is in its second year at 
Bayside and has expanded into the new enriched SENĆOŦEN 
Language program called the, “NEPENEḴÁUTW̱“ (Place of 
Teaching).  

 
The students were taken out on the land learning and practi-
sing the skills their ancestors have done for many years. 

Some of the students that took part in the land based lear-
ning last year, shared their knowledge with up and coming 
students and became leaders.  

 
The students went out spear fishing at SELEKTEȽ (Goldstream) 
and also learned how to prepare it for smoking.  

 

Then we had an eager group of students who spent the 
night tending the fish as it was smoking in the Bayside 

smokehouse.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
It was a wonderful lunch and was very proud of all the 

students as it was a big group effort and it was a great 
success! 
 

“The students then used the 
smoked fish to share in a lunch 

with the whole school where their 
peers and teachers had the  

opportunity to learn about their  
local First Nations traditions and 
cultural way  of living and being.” 

Page 9 
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BAYSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS... 

Luncheons Hosted by Indigenous Staff 

Bayside Indigenous 
staff staff hosted won-
derful luncheons with 

all the different grade 
levels along with their 
families.  

 
We are very proud 
that a l l  three  

luncheons were a 
great success and all 
the teachers at Bayside 
enjoyed meeting the 

parents.  
 
It was a great day to 

connect with parents, 
grandparents and 
other family members.  

 
With all these events, 
a wonderful a power-

point was developed 
to share with the rest 
of the school during 

the school luncheon 
put on by the 
SENĆOŦEN classes 

and Indigenous staff. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Lunch-Time Clubs 

Bayside was very fortunate to have 
students engaged and participating in 

a shawl making club during 
lunchtime. We had Virginia Joseph 

come in and share her expertise and 

guide the students in the process of 
making shawls.  
 

With time, patience, and dedication, the students have done 

a fabulous job! 
 
Before it went home, Megan Supernault did a wonderful job 
of displaying the students finished products in the gallery. 

I am enjoying my time here at Bayside and am amazed at 
the growth I have seen in all the students since the begin-
ning of the year. 

 
HÍSW̱KE SIIÁM, 
HÍELWET 
Mrs. Black, SENĆOŦEN Teacher 

 

Display of shawls made by Bayside students 

Page 10 
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NORTH SAANICH MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS... 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

100 Years of Loss 

This year, both Saanich and the Victoria School Districts 

brought The 100 Years of Loss Exhibit from Ottawa’s Truth 
and Reconciliation archives to the secondary schools in Great-
er Victoria. This educational exhibit was developed to in-

crease public knowledge and awareness of the history and 
legacy of the Indian Residential School System. 
 

To prepare our grade eight students for visiting the 100 

Years of Loss Exhibit at Parklands, we invited Curtis Henry to 
come and speak with them. Curtis shared his family story, 

and their experience with the Residential School system. 

 

Aimee Lampard 

Indigenous Support 
Teacher 
 

Brooklyn Egan 
Indigenous Education 
Assistant 

 

 

 

 
We are Aimee and Brooklyn, the new Indigenous Education 

team at North Saanich Middle School (NSMS). We are so 

excited to be hanging out with your incredible kids who 
keep us on our toes and make us laugh a lot! 

 
Brooklyn is from Tla’amim First Nation in Powell River, while 
Aimee grew up in Victoria.  

 
We are both grateful to be working and learning on the 
traditional territory of the W̱SÁNEĆ People and would love to 

meet you in person. Please don’t hesitate to drop by and 
visit! 
 

Orange Shirt Day 

Each September 30th, Canada remembers the survivors of 
the Residential School System and its ongoing commitment to 

reconciliation in Canada.  
 
In the lead up to this important day, grade 8 students Sarah 

Seymour (SȾÁ,UTW̱), Curtis Claxton-Mitchell (SȾÁ,UTW̱), and 
Monique Seanez (SȾÁ,UTW̱) presented at our weekly assem-
bly, sharing with their peers and teachers why Orange Shirt 
Day matters to them and to all Canadians.  

 
During the week of September 30th at North Saanich, Aimee 
went and taught a series of mini lessons to various classes at 

NSMS about Residential Schools and Reconciliation.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

NSMS students participating in Orange Shirt Day 

Curtis Henry shared his story about the  
Residential School System with NSMS students 

NSMS Staff Participating in 
Orange Shirt Day 
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NORTH SAANICH MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS... 

Hawk Awards 

These proud students are the recipients of North Saanich’s 
Hawk Awards. This award acknowledges students who have 
either achieved all Good (G) or all Excellent (E) work habit 

marks in their report cards or who have made improvements 
in their perseverance, effort, and/or engagement in their 
school work. Congratulations! 

 

Fry Bread Thursdays 

As part of grade 8 leadership, 
a small group of students 

come together to make fry 
bread using a recipe from 
Brooklyn’s grandparents.  

 
Students made fried bread and 
then sold it in the canteen 
once every two weeks.  

 
Students then chose to donate the funds collected to the 
International Justice Mission (IJM) a non-governmental organi-

zation that works to eliminate human trafficking around the 
world. 

 

 

 

(B) Sarah Seymour, Harrison Martin, Stephen Peterson, Marcus 
Underwood, Johnny Sylvester 

(F) Alice Jones, Emma Jolliffe, Rebecca Harris 
 Missing from photo: Joshua Gladstone & Joan Harry 

Page 12 
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Girl Power Program 
Lydia Jim has been running a program called “Girl Power” for 
students.  

 
This is a 12 week program and the girls meet every other 
week to build community, play games, do crafts and discuss 

different topics. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Orange Shirt Day 
At Royal Oak Middle School, Orange Shirt Day was celebrat-
ed with numerous of students and teachers wearing orange 
shirts. They had posters around the school of encouraging 

students to wear orange.  

 

On September 30th,  the students and teachers took a pic-
ture by their welcome pole that master carver Douglas 
Lafourtune had done for them. 

 

 

100 Years of Loss—The Residential School System 

in Canada Exhibition 

When the 100 Years of Loss exhibition went to Claremont,  
a number of classes from Royal Oak Middle School went to 

view the exhibit.  
 
Claremont senior classes worked with Royal Oak students on 

the exhibit and they also designed their own shirt on paper. 
This was a wonderful experience for Claremont and Royal 
Oak School. 

ROYAL OAK MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS... 

ROMS staff & students recognize Orange Shirt Day 

Page 13 
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CLAREMONT SECONDARY NEWS... 

Doug Heinekey 

Indigenous Support Teacher 
 
Hello, my name is Doug Heinekey and 

I am thrilled to be in the role of In-
digenous Support Teacher at 
Claremont this term.  

 
Prior to this position, I spent two 
years teaching in the remote 

NuuChaNulth community of Kyuquot, 
on the Northwest coast of Vancouver 

Island. Before that I volunteered and worked at Pauquachin 
First Nation as a tutor, Homework Club Supervisor, Recreation 

and Wellness Coordinator, and Summer School Teacher. I am 

very happy to be back working in the Saanich communities, 
and look forward to continuing to support our Indigenous 

learners throughout the District. 
 
Already this year we have had great school participation in 

our Orange Shirt Day assembly, the 100 Years of Loss Exhibi-
tion, traditional foods classes and much more.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Lydia Jim  & Doug Heinekey teach 
students at Claremont how to make Fry 

Bread  & Smoked Salmon 

The 100 Years of Loss Truth & Reconciliation 
Exhibition at Claremont. 

Orange Shirt Day at Claremont—September 30th 
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INDIVIDUAL LEARNING CENTRE (ILC) NEWS... 

Kat Hiebert 

Indigenous Support Teacher 
 
Hello Everyone!  

 
My name is Kat Hiebert and I am very 
excited to inform you that I am the 

new Indigenous Education Assistant 
(IEA) at the Individual Learning Centre!   
I used to work in the District as an On

-Call IEA while I was completing my 
degree in Child and Youth Care at the 

University of Victoria.  
 

For three years I was also heavily involved with Pauquachin 
First Nations Homework Club and Tutoring Services, which 
provided me with a lot of opportunity to connect with fami-

lies within community.  
 
I feel very privileged to be working within the Saanich School 

District and more specifically with the W̱SÁNEĆ communities. 
I look forward to continuing to build and strengthen relation-
ships with students and families who attend our school. 

 
 

The 100 Years of Loss Truth & Reconciliation 

Exhibition at ILC Saanichton 
 

The Individual Learning Centre was honoured to host the 100 
Years of Loss Exhibit at our Saanichton location in October.  

 
We were able to have both of our campuses come and 

learn from this powerful exhibit.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Students read through the pillars and picked out significant 

quotations that stood out to them. It was a fulfilling experi-
ence for everyone involved. 

Orange Shirt Day 

Teachers proudly 
showing off their 
orange shirts to 

honour those af-
fected by Indian 
Residential Schools. 

 
ILC ordered orange 
shirt pins for all of 

the students with 
an important mes-
sage on them 
“Every Child Matters.”   Students were informed about the 

story behind Orange Shirt Day and the history of Residential 
Schools in Canada. 
 

Trades Awareness Skills & Knowledge 
Program (TASK) 

Our District Indigenous TASK (Trades Awareness Skills and 

Knowledge)  program was fortunate this year to host 
Thompson River University portable unit on the ILC campus 
for two weeks while our students experienced an intensive 
welding training.  

 
Special thanks to Reg Gladstone from Coast Salish Employ-

ment Training Society (CSETS) for supporting this enriching 

experience for our local students.  
 
Carmalita Tom was featured in an article in the Sidney Re-
view that showcased welding and the focus on female trades 

training opportunities. Students in the TASK program com-
plete 8 trades training certificates, earn 20 credits toward 
graduation while sampling seven different trades areas. 

 
Student Transportation 

ILC Saanichton is proud to 
offer bus services for stu-
dents in each of our time 

zones. The bus has been a 
huge accomplishment for 
our site with a history of 

transportation issues for 
many of our students. We 
are very grateful to be able 

to offer this service to our 
students and further help 
them achieve success. 

The 100 Years of Loss Truth & Reconciliation 
Exhibition at ILC Saanichton 

Thompson River University Portable Unit  at ILC  
for TASK Welding Training 

“While the exhibit was at our 
campus, we were privileged 

enough to have Pauquachin elder 
Curtis Henry sharing his 

knowledge and experiences  
with our students.” 
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Perfect Attendance! 

On our last day of classes before Winter Break, ILC acknowl-
edged students who had perfect attendance both in the 
classroom and in our career training programs like TASK.  

 
Students celebrated each others' success over a staff-prepared 
pancake breakfast.  

Many of our TASK students were recognized including Car-
malita Tom who walked away with the grand prize of a 

giant candy cane!  
 
Thank you to everyone involved, what a great way to kick 

off the holidays! 
 
 

ILC Broadmead 

The ILC Broadmead campus was excited to take a group of 

students to Pender Island to play disc golf last spring. This is 
an annual trip that we do to get out and get moving. We 
are excited to see our group continuing to grow and change 

each year. 
 

INDIVIDUAL LEARNING CENTRE (ILC) NEWS... 

Congratulations to... 

Desmariah Charlie-Edwards for completing the Camosun Col-
lege Health Care Assistant program and her gradua-
tion.   Desmariah completed this program with an A aver-

age! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Julie Jackson who is completing the Vancouver Island Universi-
ty Hair Stylist program in January 2017. At Studio 63, Julie's 
client is John Bordeaux who has recently been accepted into 
the Culinary Program at Camosun in April 2017. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Students get recognized for PERFECT attendance! 

Disk Golf on Pender Island 

Desmariah Charlie-Edwards 

John Bordeaux & Julie Jackson 
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PARKLAND SECONDARY NEWS... 

Virtual Reality! 

Grade 9 students 
George Bill and 
Devin Paul finish 

working on their 
research and are 
able to check out 
virtual reality with 

Parkland teacher 
librarian Aaron 
Mueller. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Learning About Traditional Uses of Land 

Mr. McKinney and 

Mr. Mickelson took 
their classes to Tod 
Inlet with W̱SÁNEĆ 

guides Earl Claxton 
Jr. and John Bradley 
Williams to learn 

about the traditional 
uses of land for 
Indigenous people. 

The class was learning about Indigenous connection to land 
and had the opportunity to learn first hand from W̱SÁNEĆ 
knowledge keepers.  

While at Tod 

Inlet, the students 
learned about the 
local plants as 

well as learning 
about Indigenous 
history in the area 

and local legends.  
 
We were so excited that not even the pouring rain could 

keep us away.  Thank you gentlemen for sharing your stories 
with us. 
 

Orange Shirt Day 

Parkland staff and students proudly posing in their orange 
shirts and Orange Shirt Day pins next to our wonderful Wel-
come Figure carved by Tseycum artist James Jimmy. Students 

were all given Orange Shirt Day pins that read “Every Child 
Matters.” Teachers handed out pins in class and spoke to 
students about the origin of Orange Shirt Day and provided 
information about Canada's Indian Residential Schools. It was 

great to see so many people in orange.  Way to go Park-
land! 

Parkland Spirit Assembly 

Parkland students filled the gymnasium to watch Robert Louis (Pauquachin) and Coartney Norris (Tsartlip) 
sing and drum an opening prayer at our Parkland Spirit Assembly.  
 

It was a real treat for everyone in attendance as their lovely singing and drumming filled our gymnasium. 
We are so grateful to both of them for coming to our school and grateful to be on the traditional territory 
of the W̱SÁNEĆ people. 

 
 
 

 

 

Parkland Spirit Assembly 
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Remembrance Day 

Remembrance Day was another school wide assembly as well 
as another opportunity for our Indigenous students to shine 
as Kiona Bob and Trevor Henry bravely came forward to 

help share the Master of Ceremony duties. Frances Bob, Mili-
tary Veteran and Tsartlip community Elder, shared stories of 
his military experiences with the staff and students. As well, 

student teacher and Ahousaht Band member, James Swan, 
shared stories of his military background. 
 

Stelly’s Sr. Dance Class Visit ȽÁU,WEL ṈEW̱  

In December, the Stelly's senior dance class took their show 
on the road. The group visited and shared their performance 

with ȽÁU,WEL ṈEW ̱ school staff, students and community 

Elders. ȽÁU,WEL ṈEW ̱students returned the favour by drum-
ming and singing several songs for all in attendance.  

 

Traditional Plant Use Field Trips 

Also in December, Science 10 classes participated in a Tradi-
tional Plant Use Field trip hosted by Earl Claxton Jr. and 

Beangka Elliott. 
 

General Information 

Report Cards—Report cards are delivered to students Febru-

ary 8
th
, April 24

th
 and June 29

th
. Please keep these dates in 

mind to ask your child to see their report cards. 
 

Course Selection—Course selection paperwork will be handed 
to the students in February. Please ask your child to see the 
course selection sheet, review and sign it. This will ensure 

that you child is taking the appropriate courses for Gradua-
tion and prerequisites for post secondary education.  If you 
have any questions or concerns about course selection, please 

contact one of the school counsellors. 
 
Student Progress—If you have questions regarding your 

child's progress in a specific class please contact the teacher 
directly through email. All email addresses are available on 
the school website. If you have further questions about your 

child's progress, please do not hesitate to contact us here in 
the Indigenous Department. 
 

Terry Steele:  tsteele@sd63.bc.ca 
Philip Tom:  ptom@sd63.bc.ca 
Telephone:  (250)-652-4401, Ext. 512 

 

 

We are just about to begin another new Semester at Stelly's 

Secondary. The hard work of our students has resulted in a 
positive first semester. Building strong community relationships 
and ensuring each student is able to work to achieve their 

potential remains our central focus. We continue to evolve 
and develop strategies that will help ensure the success of 
our WSÁNEĆ and other Indigenous students. 

 

What's Happening 

In 2017, there have already been several cultural learning 

opportunities here at Stelly's.  
 
The year began with the 100 Years of Loss exhibit spending 
two weeks in the Stelly's Learning Commons. Many communi-

ty members and nearly every staff and student spent time 
with the exhibit learning about the Residential School System 
and its long lasting effects.  

 
This event culminated on September 30th, when the entire 
school gathered in the large gym to recognize Orange Shirt 

Day. Many community members and school district employ-
ees were in attendance as well. The program was opened by 
Dan Sam with the main focus being Lila Sam having the 

entire school population silenced and listening as she shared 
her experiences and memories about Residential Schools. The 
Tsartlip Drum group was also kind enough to share several 

of their songs. 
 

 

STELLY’S SECONDARY NEWS... 

Dan Sam & the Tsartlip Drum Group open the 
Stelly’s Assembly for Orange Shirt Day and  100 

Years of Loss  Recognition 

Stelly’s staff recognize Orange Shirt Day  
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